
Grossman Music Corp. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

 Grossman sold band instruments at various times under 
the names Champion, Hamilton, and Lavelle. This is an 
attempt to sort out where these came from. 

1922 Henry (photo 1) & Julius Grossman founded Grossman 
Brothers Music Company in Cleveland on West 2nd St 
(grotro.com). 

1923 Grossman moved to West 6th St (grotro.com). 

1925 Grossman moved to Bolivar St (grotro.com). 

1935 The “Champion” name was first used then later registered 
as a Trademark in 1943. 

1949 Grossman acquired Trophy Plastics (grotro.com). 

1952 Grossman acquired A. D. Grover & Son (grotro.com). 

1953 Grossman catalog was selling Hamilton Supreme 
instruments. 

1955 Grossman moved to 1278 West 9th St (grotro.com). 

1968 Grossman Music Corp catalog offered Lavelle band 
instruments made in Europe.  

Champion Band Instruments: (Horn-u-copia.net) 

“Special” model cornet (photo 3) is a Bohland & Fuchs copy of a 
York Perfec-Tone and dates to the 1920s. 

Champion #53408 (Pedler Amer. Triumph stencil c.1947 below) 

 

Champion trumpet #72678 (Pedler AT stencil c.1951, photo 4) 

Champion cornet #104795 (Pedler stencil c.1957, photo 5) 

The Champion name was registered by Grossman in 1943 with 
first use given as 1935. 



Hamilton Band Instruments: 

Cornet #4636 (below) is a William Frank American Prep stencil 
made in Chicago c.1934. 

 

Trumpet #20409 is marked “Keilwerth Made in Germany” (Tony 
Scodwell). 

Trumpet #22318 (photo 1, Horn-u-copia.net) is marked “Made by 
Keilwerth, Germany” and is said to have been purchased from 
Grossman in the early 1960s. 

Hamilton Supreme cornet #59300 is said to be a Blessing Artist 
stencil c.1952 (photo 2). This also has a mouthpiece marked 
“Hamilton”. 

1953 Grossman catalog Hamilton brass made by Blessing. 

 

Trumpet #76983 from c.1956 (photo 3, Horn-u-copia.net) 

Trumpet #142755 appears to be an earlier design (photo 4). 

Cornet #160771 is said to be a Blessing stencil. 

 

Hamilton mouthpiece 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lavelle Band Instruments: 

The 1969 Grossman catalog had only Lavelle brass for sale and 
were said to be made by a European maker. 

Trumpet #491 is marked “Italy” (photo 1). 

Cornet #3960 is also marked “Italy” (photo 2). 

1968 Catalog pages 

 

 

 


